
G R E AT  VA L U E  M E A N S 

GOOD STEWARDS OF 
TAXPAYER DOLLARS
There are two factors that matter as much as, or more than, 
others when it comes to the handling of a school district’s 
finances. At Danbury Local Schools, we take great pride in 
our ability to concentrate our funding where it will do the 
most good, while also being efficient with taxpayer dollars.

Where will funding do the most good? The classroom. 
We make sure our students and teachers have everything 
they need to be successful. While that is true, we have an 
obligation to the community we are a part of to make sure 
we are fiscally responsible. We have a great respect for 
every cent provided to us by the taxpayers. 

Part of providing a great value for our community includes 
having the second lowest property tax rate in the 39-district 
region that makes up Northwest Ohio. Danbury Local 
Schools hasn’t asked residents for new operating dollars in 
23 years.  

By Treasurer  
SHANE 

BAUMGARDNER

The combination of the high-quality education we offer 
with the fiscally responsible approach we take makes for 
a great value for our students and community. It is what 
helps make Danbury the place to be in Northwest Ohio.

Our efforts haven’t gone unnoticed, either. We have 
earned awards for our good financial practices. It just goes 
to show that it pays to have good financial practices.

It is our goal to make the most of what we have and that 
doesn’t mean cutting corners because we are trying to 
remain lean. We maximize every dollar in an effort to offer 
a great education to our students. 

Families that find their way to Danbury Local Schools soon 
see the difference we offer not only in our classrooms, but 
in our daily operations as well. We see it as our obligation 
to be great stewards of the community’s children and tax 
dollars.

Danbury Local School District  
9451 East Harbor Road  
Lakeside-Marblehead, OH 43440

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
LAKESIDE 

MARBLEHEAD, OHIO

Permit No. 3

A PERSONALIZED  
EDUCATION 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

Personalized Education is Making a Difference 

Where Opportunities Matter

Great Value Means Good Stewards

Activities: Cross Country, Volleyball, Basketball, Vice President of Key Club, Art Club, Student 
Council member, performer in Arsenic and Old Lace and Cabaret Talent Show. Classes: Findlay 
Chemistry, Findlay College Writing, Pre-Calculus, Spanish 1 as well as other general college prep 
classes.

Takes classes through the University of Findlay to earn college credit: 
“I enjoy the Findlay classes. If I have questions, the teachers make it really individualized. I will have 
earned about a year of college when I graduate and I’ll be prepared for college. I like that the college 
program is local and I don’t have to go 20 minutes away for these opportunities.”

The ability to participate in multiple activities is unique to Danbury: 
“It’s awesome. If I was at another school, I’d probably only be able to specialize in one sport, but at 
Danbury I get a lot of good experience in all areas. That was true even as a freshman. The school 
works with me so I can do a lot of things. I’m in two sports in the fall and coaches work so I can do 
both of the sports I love.”

On the advantages of being smaller: 
“I like our community feel. Everyone knows each other. You know everyone in the halls and it’s a 
great feeling to have that. Small can be good. Smallness gives you a really good quality of education. 
You can ask questions at any time. I used to go to a bigger school and I like the change of pace. I’m 
not afraid to ask questions in a smaller class setting. We work as hard as any other school, we just 
have more opportunities, here.”

SARAH REDETT 

Junior

Activities: Cross Country, Cheerleading, Track and Field, Marching Band (Baritone), Concert Band 
(Clarinet) and Key Club. Classes: Skills for Life, Spanish and Band as well as classes in math, 
Language Arts, science and social studies.

Want to try a new sport? Danbury is the place to do it: 
“It’s all the opportunities it gives you. Coaches give you a fair chance and they actually play you. At 
other schools, you have to try out and be an expert in the one sport to make the team. Not here. We 
offer great teams, but everyone gets the opportunity to do multiple activities and it’s OK.”

Teachers remain front and center even with new technology: 
“Teachers give you the attention you need, here. They help you a lot. The Chrome Books are great, 
but the teachers work with you to make sure you’ve got it. Teachers don’t just rely on technology to 
do the work for them. They’re very understanding and help you anytime.”

On using the intimate setting Danbury offers to reach her goals: 
“I plan to go to college to be an elementary teacher or pediatric surgeon. The small class sizes at 
Danbury help me learn a lot more. Small class sizes give you more attention. I learn more here than 
anywhere else.”

SYDNEE PERRAM 

Freshman

WHAT STUDENTS SAY ABOUT DANBURY LOCAL SCHOOLS: 
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A  P E R S O N A L I Z E D  E D U C AT I O N  M A K E S  A 

DIFFERENCE FOR  
DANBURY STUDENTS
People often ask me what sets Danbury Local Schools 
apart. The answer comes down to one thing that actually 
affects everything: Personalized instruction for every 
student.

We are able to offer our students the unique ability 
to maximize their potential by finding the best way to 
educate each and every one of them. This starts with 
our small class sizes, which give our teachers a lower 
student-to-teacher ratio. With our educators already at 
an advantage, the fact that we employ a great group of 
caring teachers helps us realize our goal of being a place 
“Where Opportunities Matter.” 

Danbury also provides many extracurricular activities 
that take learning beyond the classroom. We believe it 
is not only important to ensure every student is college 
or career ready, but also prepared to succeed in life 
after graduation. Activities such as athletics, visual and 
performing arts as well as clubs, make our students more 
well-rounded.

We are sending this community newsletter because we 
want to share our story with families.  This includes not 
only the numbers and facts behind our philosophy of 
personalized instruction, but the people as well.  We are 
sharing the stories of our students, teachers and staff 
members who make Danbury Local Schools the amazing 
school district that it is today.

We invite you to “Discover Danbury” and find out what 
sets us apart and how a personalized instruction makes 
all the difference for your child.

Sincerely,

 
 
Dan Parent  
Superintendent, Danbury Local School District

88%
143 out of 163 students

88% of High School students participated 
in extra curricular or Co curricular activities 
during the 2015-16 school year.  

W H E R E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

 “We take pride in being able to offer the best of both worlds,” said Parent. “Technology, 

along with forward thinking, has created the opportunity for us to provide a state-of-the-art 

education while still remaining small enough to offer that great personalized attention.”

Eighty-eight percent of high school students at  
Danbury Local Schools participated in extracurricular or 
co-curricular activities during the 2015-16 school year. 
That’s 143 of 163 students. This is just one example of 
the importance the district places on making sure all our 
students maximize their education.

“Education doesn’t just involve students sitting at desks 
during the school day,” Superintendent Dan Parent said. 
“In fact, it isn’t just about what happens between the four 
walls of a classroom. Extracurricular and co-curricular 
experiences such as athletics, visual and performing arts, 
as well as clubs and service organizations, contribute to 
a well-rounded education.  These opportunities can help 
shape a child’s future much like lessons learned in a math, 
science or language arts class.”

Providing opportunities for every student goes beyond 
the athletic field or the band room. Making sure every 
student gets the attention they need to be better prepared 
for the future means excelling in all areas. 

As Danbury continues to improve upon what it has to 
offer, it has set goals to keep raising the bar, including:

• Every junior will take the ACT for FREE in the spring  
 of 2017 to help them identify career paths and be  
 more prepared for college

• Ensuring that students have the right tools and the  
 support they need to be successful in the classroom

• Expanding our communication efforts so that parents  
 and residents have a clear understanding of the great  
 story Danbury Local Schools can tell

• Continuing to enhance the learning opportunities that  
 technology can provide in cooperation with an  
 amazing teacher and high academic standards

• Using the district’s dedicated permanent improvement  
 fund to provide outdoor learning spaces for students  
 and an upgraded athletic stadium

• Expanding upon the number of opportunities that  
 students have to participate in co- and extracurricular  
 activities. 

These goals are in addition to the great things already 
happening at Danbury Local Schools. The district offers 
classroom sizes that are small enough for teachers to 
get plenty of one-on-one time with students to help 
meet their personal learning needs. Yet the district offers 
high-level achievement such as students earning college 
credits while still in high school. 

MATTER

S E E  H O W  M O R E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A N D  P E R S O N A L I Z E D  E D U C AT I O N

MAKES THE DIFFERENCE AT 
DANBURY LOCAL SCHOOLS
What makes Danbury Local Schools so great?  You don’t have to look further than the great teachers. These dedicated 
educators chose to teach at Danbury because of the personalized attention they are able to give to their students.

TEACHERS:

Jordan Ferrell is in her second year of teaching at Danbury Local Schools, but taught in two 
other large districts prior to joining the Danbury team.  She has seen the difference in a student’s 
experience both in large and now a small school district.

There is genuine love for the kids: 
“It’s the small class sizes. Kindergarten is the first year of all-day school, and small classes can help 
form a connection with every student and parents. It’s really important that we love their kiddos. We 
help their kids and all others, and build that connection. It really is a unique place.” 

The district thrives with small class sizes and funding for the classroom: 
“You know each child’s academic needs and have the resources to address them.”JORDAN FERRELL 

Kindergarten teacher

WHAT STUDENTS SAY ABOUT DANBURY LOCAL SCHOOLS: 
Activities: Academic Challenge, Cross Country, Basketball and Track and Field. Classes: Findlay 
Biology for college credit, Art 2, Algebra 2, American History, Yearbook and English 10.

Smaller schools mean more opportunities to compete: 
“It’s nice because you don’t have to be dominant to play in a sport. Coaches are also our teachers, 
and they really understand and work with you.”

Opportunity for college classes and great facilities on site: 
“It’s nice that we can take college classes that are taught by some of our same teachers at the 
high school. They can help with problems and are reliable. It’s nice with our new science labs and 
technology. All the classes are enjoyable.”

How good are the teachers at Danbury? 
“The teachers are really good. They try 100-percent to help us. We have small enough classes that it’s 
nice and you can get help if you need it at any time of the day.”

RYAN GWIN 

Sophomore

Lea Mark graduated from Danbury Local Schools, but moved to Florida where she taught for 13 
years. When it came time to send her own children to school, she didn’t want to have them lost in 
the shuffle that could include more than 500 kids in a graduating class. She moved back to Danbury, 
first serving as a substitute teacher, before being hired full time. Mark is able to have students in her 
classroom up to two hours each week, giving them a lot of exposure to art. 

On what a close-knit community Danbury is:  
“It’s like a second home for students and faculty. Everyone understands the difference between 
wants and needs. Kids understand that if I spend more time with other kids, that’s OK. They get 
that I’m making sure everyone gets what they need to be successful and that it may be different for 
different students.”LEA MARK 

Teaches Art in grades 
kindergarten through sixth

A unique experience in a K-12 environment: 
“High school students know they are role models for the younger students and there is a real community feel. Kindergarten and high school 
students may be in the cafeteria at the same time and there is just a nice feel about the environment.”

Working at Danbury is a labor of love: 
“I don’t even know how long I’ve taught here because I love it so much. I try not to take sick days because I don’t like missing class. I miss the 
kids over the summer and can’t wait to see them when we get back. If I won the lottery, I would still teach at Danbury”.
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